
Have your say about  
the future of education.

Join the conversation at conversation.education.govt.nz #NCEAReview#NCEAHaveYourSay
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Confidence in understanding and using numbers and language in a 
technology-rich world is a vital part of the journey into life after school. 
NCEA’s literacy and numeracy requirements should both reflect the 
capabilities needed for later life and be based on the progress learners 
are expected to make before NCEA. We would like to clarify literacy and 
numeracy requirements, review how they are assessed, and consider 
the role of other literacies in NCEA, particularly digital literacy.

This opportunity explores:

 Z Clarifying and resetting expectations about the literacy and numeracy requirements for NCEA Level 1.

 Z Reviewing all the achievement and unit standards that can currently assess literacy and numeracy, to 
ensure the process is simple and robust. 

We have heard that that the current literacy and numeracy requirements and the ways they are assessed 
can be difficult to understand. Sometimes young people who have met the standard still struggle after 
they have left school.

We want your opinion on whether our understanding of literacy and numeracy should be limited to 
reading, writing, and mathematics or could it also include skills like digital, financial, or civic literacy. If 
so, could these skills be recognised alongside reading, writing, and mathematics in NCEA’s requirements. 
We also want to improve the current approach to assessing these capabilities. At the moment, different 
standards set different benchmarks and some don’t explicitly assess literacy and numeracy.

The future of NCEA

Strengthen literacy and numeracy

Focus questions
 Z  What changes to current literacy and numeracy 

assessment expectations and practice are required? 

 Z What else should we include when we assess literacy 
and numeracy? What about digital literacy? Cultural 
literacy? Financial literacy?

 Z What literacy and numeracy skills are most needed 
by employers? By tertiary providers? By our wider 
society?

Education should give every New Zealander 
the freedom and opportunity to be the best 
they can be.
We want everyone – children, young people, parents, 
teachers, employers, iwi, families and whānau – to have 
a conversation about building not just a better education 
system, but the world’s best. Because second-best isn’t  
good enough for our kids or for New Zealand.

Have your say: conversation.education.govt.nz/NCEA
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To learn more about this Big Opportunity, read the Discussion Document at:  
conversation.education.govt.nz/NCEA

#EdConvo18


