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The future of NCEA

Dismantling barriers to NCEA

NCEA should allow all learners to achieve their full potential. But some
still face barriers to achieving an NCEA, including a lack of support
for their learning needs, financial barriers to entry, or a lack of
curriculum materials. This opportunity explores three ways we can
improve access, but we also want to hear from you about what else
could be done.
NCEA is designed to allow all students to achieve their full potential. But some still face barriers to
achieving an NCEA. Barriers can include a lack of support to address their learning needs, financial
barriers or a lack of curriculum materials.
This opportunity explores making Special Assessment Conditions (SAC) more accessible. SAC provide
practical help, under special rules, to ensure all students are fairly assessed.
We’ve heard there are gaps in curriculum resources in some areas. This can mean that some teachers have
to design programmes from scratch, without the benefit of exemplars, sample programmes or examples
of assessments.
Currently, all students must pay annual NCEA fees of $76.70 to get their award. We would remove the
requirement for learners and their families to pay NCEA fees. We could also remove Scholarship entry
fees. This could end the issue of learners not receiving their NCEA because they weren’t able to pay fees,
and could improve access to Scholarship for learners in low-decile schools.
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Focus questions
ZZ What are the major barriers to accessing NCEA?
ZZ How can technology help improve access to NCEA for
all students?
ZZ How else could NCEA be changed to remove barriers
to success?

Education should give every New Zealander
the freedom and opportunity to be the best
they can be.
We want everyone – children, young people, parents,
teachers, employers, iwi, families and whānau – to have
a conversation about building not just a better education
system, but the world’s best. Because second-best isn’t
good enough for our kids. Or for New Zealand.
Have your say: conversation.education.govt.nz/NCEA

To learn more about this Big Opportunity, read the Discussion Document at:
conversation.education.govt.nz/NCEA
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Have your say about
the future of education.
Join the conversation at conversation.education.govt.nz

#EdConvo18

#NCEAHaveYourSay

#NCEAReview

